especially in Italy, and they have been copied with
great skill and remarkable ability in giving the ap-
pearance of sixteenth-century workmanship. Gro-
lier's own books sometimes contain his motto, and
the friendly inscription " J. Grolierii et amiconim/'
and this is more frequently found stamped at the
foot of the binding. The phrase was not his alone,
for it :s also found on the bindings executed for two
contemporary collectors, Thomas Maioli of Asti and
Marc Lauwrin of Bruges.

Grolier, while his headquarters wTere at Milan,
became acquainted with Aldus and established a
lifelong friendship with his family. He kept in-
formed about what the press was doing, and had a
standing order for several copies of each important
book, on vellum or on extra fine paper if possible.
He also commissioned work to be done on his own
account. Aldus in turn dedicated books to the
patron, expressing his appreciation in the prefatory
epistles. This was the most famous of these friend-
ships, but Geofroy Tory and others of the Paris
printers were equally in his favor.

The name of an owner occurs on bindings much
less frequently than the crest or coat of arms, or a
personal device. These go with special bindings,
which were customary when books were ordinarily
kept In stock in sheets, to be bound when sold, so
that this clid not imply the destruction of an original
cover accept in the case of older manuscript works.
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